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ANTHONY NAULT PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 28, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ANTHONY NAULT, a 20-year-old resident of Box Elder, pled guilty to possession of a sawed-off shotgun.  Sentencing is set for January 13, 2005, at 8:30 a.m.  NAULT is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on some date during the end of January 2003, or the beginning of February 2003, an individual was at a residence in the Wild Rose Village of the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation.  At approximately 9:30 p.m. on the date in question, NAULT came to the residence with a sawed-off shotgun.  NAULT wanted to trade the gun for some cocaine.  NAULT was advised by a person at the residence that the cocaine belonged to another person.  That person then traded NAULT approximately two grams of cocaine (valued at approximately $200) for the sawed-off shotgun.  The person then left the sawed-off shotgun at the residence.


About a month later, on February 28, 2003, during a burglary of the Edward Lujan residence, on the Rocky Boy’s Indian Reservation,  a juvenile male was arrested in the residence.  The juvenile had the sawed-off shotgun, traded by NAULT in his possession at the time of his arrest.  The juvenile had taken the sawed-off shotgun from the residence.  The sawed-off shotgun was seized by law enforcement officers.


The sawed-off shotgun has a barrel of less than 18 inches.  Additionally, the sawed-off shotgun was not registered to NAULT in the National Firearms Registry and Transfer Record.


NAULT faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

