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DILLON SCOTT LEDSMA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 28, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DILLON SCOTT LEDSMA, a 21-year-old resident of Helena, pled guilty to false or fictitious statement in acquisition of a firearm, unlawful user of controlled substance in possession of a firearm and disposition of firearm to unlawful user of a controlled substance.  Sentencing is set for January 10, 2005, at 1:30 p.m.  LEDSMA is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that LEDSMA knowingly possessed a  Norinco, Model SKS, 7.62 x 39mm caliber, rifle. 


At the time LEDSMA possessed the Norinco, Model SKS rifle, LEDSMA was an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance.


LEDSMA willfully sold or otherwise disposed of the Norinco, Model SKS rifle, to another person.  LEDSMA knew or had reasonable cause to believe that the person he sold or otherwise disposed of the firearms was an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance.


LEDSMA faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for false or fictitious statement in the acquisition of a firearm.  For unlawful user of a controlled substance in possession of a firearm and disposition of a firearm to an unlawful user of controlled substance, LEDSMA faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


As a result of the offenses charged, LEDSMA shall forfeit to the United States any and all real or personal property constituting or derived from any proceeds he obtained directly or indirectly as a result of the violations.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted the case for the United States.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

