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PHILLIP BIG LEGGINS PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 28, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, PHILLIP BIG LEGGINS, a 19-year-old resident of Poplar, pled guilty to aggravated sexual abuse and use of a firearm during a crime of violence.  Sentencing is set for January 13, 2005, at 10:30 a.m.  BIG LEGGINS is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on June 24, 2001, BIG LEGGINS, knocked on the door of a residence in Poplar, on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.  The owners’ daughter answered the door.  The daughter, then age 49, resides in Utah, but was visiting her mother at the time.


BIG LEGGINS asked if he could use the telephone and the daughter agreed.  Once inside the residence, BIG LEGGINS lured the daughter into the bathroom.  She observed that BIG LEGGINS had a gun holstered in the front of his pants. 


The Poplar police responded.  Law enforcement officers responded and quickly established a perimeter around the house.


BIG LEGGINS fled the residence a short time later.  He was apprehended, following a foot chase, near the Poplar bus garage.  BIG LEGGINS had a tan holster attached to his pants, and a folding knife in his pants pocket.  Officers located .22 caliber bullets and a white-handled .22 caliber revolver near the back porch of the residence where the assault occurred.  Officers also recovered a folding knife on the toilet tank in the bathroom.  
BIG LEGGINS faces possible penalties of life in prison, a $250,000 fine and 5 years supervised release for aggravated sexual abuse.  For use of a firearm during a crime of violence, he faces possible penalties of, if brandished, 7 years in prison consecutive to any other sentence. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Fort Peck Law Enforcement and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

