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SHARON KESSLER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on September 29, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, SHARON KESSLER, a 49-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to identity theft.  Sentencing is set for January 5, 2005, at 9:00 a.m.  KESSLER is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a credit card acceptance form dated October 30, 2000 was submitted to Citibank using the following means of identification, the name of Lawrence W. Kessler, a Social Security Number, a date of birth, and an address in Billings.  The acceptance form also requested a second card for Sharon KESSLER.  As a result of the receipt of the acceptance form, Citibank opened an account.


Between November 16, 2000 and April 9, 2001, KESSLER made charges totaling $5,986.61 on the account.  Citibank would have shown that during that time period charges totaling $5,986.61 were made on the account.  Receipts for two of the charges were signed by Sharon KESSLER.  One of the charges was a Citibank check on the account for $3,500 made out to Lawrence W. Kessler which was endorsed over to Sharon KESSLER and signed by Sharon KESSLER.


KESSLER made a $1,500 payment to the account on February 20, 2004.


Lawrence W. Kessler was married to Sharon KESSLER, and they were divorced in October 1999.  Mr. Kessler did not mail the acceptance form to Citibank, the signature on the form is not his, he did not authorize Sharon KESSLER or anyone else to apply for or accept the credit card from Citibank, and he did not benefit from the card.   Mr. Kessler  verified that his name, social security number, and date of birth are the same as those used on the acceptance form.  He also verified that the address on the acceptance form was an address where the Sharon KESSLER resided after they were divorced.


KESSLER admitted opening and/or making the charges to the account.  She takes full responsibility for taking out the credit card without Larry’s knowledge or permission.  She stated she was angry and made a very poor decision to help make ends meet.  She would like the opportunity to repay it.


KESSLER faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for credit card fraud.  For theft of identity, she faces possible penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.







# # # # #

A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

