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ARLENE LYDIA MITCHELL PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on September 29, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, ARLENE LYDIA MITCHELL, a 32-year-old resident of San Bernadino, California, pled guilty to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for January 21, 2005, at 9:00 a.m.  MITCHELL is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that a package addressed to MITCHELL was intercepted in California at a FedEx handling facility.  A trained dog alerted on the package, indicating the probable presence of controlled substances.  The package was opened and inside agents found 3 large candles.  The candles had been hollowed, drugs had been inserted, and the candles had then been resealed with wax.  The total weight of the methamphetamine in the packages was approximately 9 ounces.


The California agents sent the package to law enforcement agents in Montana.  The agents here, part of the Southwest Montana Drug Task Force, learned that the address the package was to be delivered to – a trailer park in Rocker – was that of Edward Mitchell.  They called the home and asked for Arlene.  When a woman confirmed she was Arlene, the agent, posing a FedEx official, asked if she was expecting a package.  She confirmed she was.  An agent posing as a FedEx delivery person then delivered the package to the address listed.  A woman – not the defendant – signed MITCHELL’s name for the package, and brought it into the house.  MITCHELL was there and was arrested.  When questioned she admitted she had spoken on the phone earlier about a package and reiterated that she was expecting one. 


A later search of MITCHELL’s home in Dillon revealed wax shavings.  A search of the Rocker home revealed similar wax shavings.


She faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Southwest Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

