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NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH AGREES TO SETTLEMENT INVOLVING HAMILTON RESEARCH FACILITY

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will proceed as planned and construct an Integrated Research Facility at Rocky Mountain Laboratories (RML) in Hamilton, MT, following successful federal court settlement negotiations Monday.


Following 14 hours of negotiations with U.S. Magistrate Carolyn Ostby in Great Falls, parties in the lawsuit agreed to several settlement terms. U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy must review the settlement agreement, and if he concurs with the terms, the suit filed in August would be dismissed.


The settlement terms reiterate NIH’s position outlined during the past two years of public participation through the National Environmental Policy Act. That is, the facility will be constructed to the highest standards of safety and security to protect both the workers inside and the surrounding community; research will be focused on emerging infectious diseases; and RML will continue to keep the local community informed about RML research.


“Being sensitive and responsive to community concerns has always been the intent of RML and the NIH,” says RML Associate Director Marshall Bloom, M.D. “Our important mission is to protect the health of the American people, and we will proceed with that mission in this new facility.”


Representatives from the NIH and Department of Justice, through  the U.S. Attorney’s Office for Montana, negotiated the settlement with representatives from the Friends of the Bitterroot, Coalition for a Safe Lab and Women’s Voices for the Earth.


The new 105,000 square-foot building will include about 7,000 square-feet of Biosafety Level 4 laboratory work space. The majority of the building will contain BSL-2 and BSL-3 laboratory work space, offices and meeting rooms.

Press releases, fact sheets and other NIAID-related materials are available on the NIAID Web site at http://www.niaid.nih.gov.
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