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CRISTOPHER TODD STEFANI PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on September 29, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, CRISTOPHER TODD STEFANI, a 36-year-old resident of Lewistown, pled guilty to conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for January 3, 2005, at 3:30 p.m.  STEFANI is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on November 21, 2003, the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office received information that STEFANI and a co-defendant were manufacturing methamphetamine.  On November 22, 2004, the co-defendant was arrested on a warrant from the Great Falls Police Department, and STEFANI was arrested on a probation warrant.


On November 24, 2003, an agent with the Tri-Agency Task Force was requested to assist with the inspection, clean up and search of the methamphetamine laboratory at a home STEFANI shared with the co-defendant.  Officers found precursor chemicals and other items that are normally used to produce methamphetamine.  


On December 1, 2003, STEFANI had informed law enforcement that he had more items associated with the manufacture of methamphetamine hidden near his residence.  Officers responded to the residence and located more precursor chemicals and other equipment that were used in the conducting of a methamphetamine lab. 


On December 1, 2003, the co-defendant was brought to the residence as the co-defendant had told Fergus County deputies that there were more items hidden in the residence.  Law enforcement searched and found a bank bag containing approximately 7.81 grams of suspected methamphetamine.  They also found a bag containing approximately 3,000 pseudoephedrine tablets and more equipment used in the preparation of methamphetamine.

   
STEFANI faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Fergus County Sheriff’s Office and the United States Forest Service.
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