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INFORMATIONAL: FEDERAL COURT ARRAIGNMENTS

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today 

that during a federal court session in Billings,  on October 4, 2004, before U.S. Magistrate Judge Richard W. Anderson, the following individuals were arraigned:


NORMAN J. GODBEY III, age 34, appeared on charges of being a felon-in-possession of a firearm, possession of a stolen firearm and receipt of a firearm while under indictment for a felony crime.  He is currently detained.  If convicted of this charge, GODBEY faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for each offense.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Zink is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.


LUIS ANDALON MARENO, a 30-year-old resident of Phoenix, Arizona, appeared on charges of conspiracy to manufacture and distribute methamphetamine.  He is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.  If convicted of this charge, MARENO faces possible penalties of 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and at least 5 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.


JOHN GERARD McCREARY, a 34-year-old resident of Billings, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute within 1000 feet of a school.  He is currently detained.  If convicted of the charge of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute, McCREARY faces possible penalties of 5 to 40 years in prison, a $2,000,000 fine and at least 4 years supervised release.  If convicted of the charge of possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute within 1000 feet of a school, he faces possible penalties of 5 to 80 years in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and at least 8 years supervised release.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.


ERIN MARIE ZINDLER, a 19-year-old resident of Laurel, appeared on charges of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute, possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute, distribution of methamphetamine, possession of a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking offense and money laundering.  She is currently detained.  If convicted of conspiracy to possess methamphetamine with intent to distribute and possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute, ZINDLER faces possible penalties of 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and at least 5 years supervised release for each charge.  For distribution of methamphetamine, she faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and at least 3 years supervised release.  For possessing a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime, she faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 years to life in prison, consecutive to any other sentence and 25 years to life in prison for a second or subsequent conviction.  For money laundering, she faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $500,000 fine or twice the value of the property involved in the transaction, whichever is greater.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora is the prosecutor for the United States.  The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the City County Special Investigations Unit located in Billings.


All the defendants pled not guilty to the charges.


The charge, an indictment, information or complaint, is merely an accusation and all persons named as defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.  A pre-trial conference and a trial date will be set and the United States will be required to prove the allegations set forth in the indictment beyond a reasonable doubt.
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