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PATRICIA M. RICKER SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 4, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, PATRICIA M. RICKER, a 35-year-old resident of Poplar, appeared for sentencing.  RICKER was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 10 years, 1 month

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


RICKER was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to second degree murder. 


On Saturday, August 24, 2003, RICKER visited Gerald Miller at Miller’s father’s residence in Poplar which is on the Fort Peck Indian Reservation.  RICKER and Miller were friends.  RICKER arrived around mid-afternoon and began drinking with Miller in the kitchen of the residence.  They drank through the night and into Sunday morning, consuming roughly a case of beer.  Sometime Sunday morning, Miller began teasing RICKER and making derogatory comments about her family and friends.  RICKER became angry with Miller, and after visiting the bathroom, she went outside to find something with which to strike Miller.  RICKER returned with a metal pipe, which she carried behind her back, concealing it from Miller.  She placed the metal pipe in the bathroom next to the kitchen. 


A short time later, RICKER retrieved the pipe from the bathroom, and swinging the pipe like a baseball bat, struck Miller in the head and face several times.  RICKER then fled the residence.


Miller was discovered almost immediately by his father Willard, who had heard the blows being struck.  Miller was transported to Poplar Community Hospital, but died shortly after reaching the hospital. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that RICKER will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, RICKER does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Wolf Point Police Department and the Fort Peck Tribal Investigations Unit.
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