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WILLIAM HARRISON GRAY SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 4, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, WILLIAM HARRISON GRAY, age 59, appeared for sentencing.  GRAY was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years, 5 months

! 


Special Assessment: $400

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


GRAY was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to making threats to the President and mailing threatening communications. 


In late December 2002, the federal district court in Helena received a handwritten brief that included a threat to kill the President.  Specifically, the brief said the writer would "also attempt to kill George Bush."  The letter was sent from the Montana state prison, from  GRAY.  Secret Service Special Agent Dave Thomas traveled to the prison and interviewed   GRAY on January 15, 2003.  GRAY admitted he had sent the letter and explained that he was a member of a Quebecois separatist group and reiterated that he intended to kill the President.  Later, on January 21, 2003 GRAY sent another letter reiterating that he was going to kill the President, and on July 20, 2003 he again sent a threatening letter, this one threatening to kill Magistrate Judge Leif Erickson.  All the handwriting appeared to be from the same writer, and all had GRAY listed as the sender.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that GRAY will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, GRAY does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service.
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