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JEFFERY SCOTT SURFACE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 7, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, JEFFREY SCOTT SURFACE, a 38-year-old resident of Ohio, appeared to change his plea and for sentencing.  SURFACE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 1 year

! 


Special Assessment: $25

! 


Community Service: 20 hours


SURFACE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to assault on a federal officer. 


An officer with United States Customs and United States Border patrol was engaged in the performance of his official duties at the Port of Sweetgrass on June 12, 2004.  Those duties include the inspection of commercial cargo, the inspection of cargo manifests, and the detention of individuals where necessary to complete commercial cargo inspections. 


SURFACE, a commercial trucker, entered the Port of Sweetgrass on June 12, 2004.  The officer decided to subject SURFACE and his truck  to a secondary inspection.  SURFACE was uncooperative and belligerent.  The officer decided to detain and place SURFACE in a holding cell until he could complete an inspection of his truck.


SURFACE resisted the officer’s effort to take custody of him.  SURFACE shoved him to the ground.  Other officers at the scene ultimately took control of SURFACE and he was arrested for assaulting a federal officer.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that SURFACE will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, SURFACE does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.


# # # # #

_1106563383.bin

