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CARLOS GARIBAY-LARA PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 7, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, CARLOS GARIBAY-LARA, a 34-year-old resident of California, pled guilty to conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  Sentencing is set for January 12, 2005, at 10:00 a.m. GARIBAY is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that between the summer of 1995 to on or about April 20, 1999, GARIBAY-LIRA, Jaime Moreno, Manuel Flores, and Lorraine Esparza together with unindicted co-conspirators, conspired to possess with intent to distribute methamphetamine.  During this time period, GARIBAY-LARA, along with his co-conspirators, obtained methamphetamine in half pound and pound quantities.


GARIBAY-LARA sent two pounds of methamphetamine in a cooler to an address on North 24th Street and the methamphetamine was redistributed here in Billings.  Other methamphetamine seized in April of 1998 was also contained in a cooler similar in fashion to the two pounds that was delivered to the same address.


In early 1998, GARIBAY-LARA was introduced to two individuals and he proceeded to conduct methamphetamine business with these two individuals. 


More than 500 grams of a mixture of methamphetamine was sent to Billings by  GARIBAY-LARA.  The government would also prove he knew it was methamphetamine and against the law to possess with intent to distribute or distribute such substance.


GARIBAY-LARA faces possible penalties of a mandatory 10 years to life in prison, a $4,000,000 fine and 5 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Drug Enforcement Administration.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

