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JESS JOSEPH CRAIG SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on October 7, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, JESS JOSEPH CRAIG, age 22, appeared for sentencing.  CRAIG  was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


CRAIG was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to two counts of using a firearm during and in relation to a drug trafficking crime. 


On February 4, 2003, law enforcement executed a search warrant for drugs and drug trafficking at a Missoula motel.  Law enforcement located two handguns:  a Beretta, Model 96, 40-caliber semi-automatic pistol and a  Ruger, Model P89, 9mm semi-automatic pistol.  


CRAIG admitted to law enforcement that he and a co-defendant transported eight ounces of methamphetamine from Reno, Nevada, to Missoula, with the intent to sell the methamphetamine in Missoula.  CRAIG further admitted possessing, along with the co-defendant, the Beretta during the drive to protect the methamphetamine.  The transport occurred in late January or early February of 2003.


CRAIG further admitted that the Ruger 9mm was his and that he traded two grams of methamphetamine for it.  The trade occurred within a few days of his arrest which CRAIG approximated occurred between January 31, 2003, and February 3, 2003.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that CRAIG will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, CRAIG does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, the Missouri River Drug Task Force, the Missoula Police Department and the Missoula County Sheriff’s Office


This conviction is yet another important outcome from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  PSN is designed as a partnership between federal and local law enforcement to reduce violent crime and gun-related crime through the vigorous enforcement of the criminal provisions of the federal firearms laws.  In Montana, the effort under PSN is called “Catch and No Release.”
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