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CARLOS MADRIGAL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on October 8, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, CARLOS MADRIGAL, a 23-year-old resident of Mexico, appeared for sentencing.  MADRIGAL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 7 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 5 years


MADRIGAL was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine. 


In early September 2003, an informant working with the Northwest Drug Task Force contacted Pedro Cornejo seeking methamphetamine as he had previously purchased methamphetamine from Pedro Cornejo.  Pedro Cornejo agreed to provide approximately 1.5 pounds of methamphetamine, but said he would send it over with another person. The informant agreed and told the agents.  The informant, Pedro Cornejo and the other person were in contact with each other many times over the next 12 or more hours, making logistical arrangements including the kind of car.  When agents saw the vehicle the person said he would come in, they stopped it near Ravallli.  The vehicle was driven by MADRIGAL.  In the back seat was approximately 1.5 pounds of methamphetamine.  In a statement to authorities, MADRIGAL admitted knowing that he was delivering the methamphetamine to Western Montana for Pedro Cornejo.  He also told agents that he and the person were each to receive $900 for their efforts.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that MADRIGAL will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, MADRIGAL does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration, the Department of Criminal Investigation and the Missoula High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force.
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