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HARVEST WHITE SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, HARVEST WHITE, a 30-year-old resident of Hardin, appeared for sentencing.  WHITE was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Restitution: $8,200


WHITE was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to theft from an Indian Tribal Organization. 


 In April of 2002, a co-defendant and the former Finance Director for the Crow Tribe, approached HARVEST WHITE with a request that WHITE assist him in obtaining money from Crow Tribal accounts through the use of fraudulent contracts, that is:  (a) contract payments that were inflated so that more money would be paid than what the contracting party should receive; or (b) entirely fictitious contracts, where no goods or services were provided in exchange for the tribal payment.  During the next six months, WHITE received payments from six such contracts which were shared with the co-defendant.


The co-defendant was interviewed and admitted taking money from inflated contracts awarded to WHITE.  The co-defendant stated he was directed by the Chairman of the Crow Tribe, to inflate the amount of Crow Tribal contracts to allow for kickbacks to the Chairman, BirdinGround.  The co-defendant stated that he did as instructed and routinely inflated tribal payments to WHITE.   


WHITE admitted that the checks were in whole or in part fraudulent.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Office of the Inspector General’s Office for the United States Department Interior.
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