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JAY LAWHON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 13, 2004, before Senior U.S. District Judge Jack D. Shanstrom, JAY LAWHON, a 49-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to felon-in-possession of a firearm.  Sentencing is set for January 12, 2005, at 9:00 a.m.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on May 17, 2001, LAWHON was sentenced for Theft (Felony) in the Thirteenth Judicial District Court, Yellowstone County.  LAWHON was advised at the beginning of his probation that he was not to possess firearms.  LAWHON affirmatively signed a form acknowledging that he could not possess firearms.

On April 30, 2003, a Special Agent with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and Explosives, received information from a Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Detective that LAWHON was in possession of firearms.  The detective provided the Special Agent with two pawn shop receipts, one showing that LAWHON pawned a Winchester .243 caliber rifle on December 1, 2002, and the other showing that LAWHON pawned a Winchester .22 caliber rifle on November 16, 2002.


The Special Agent checked LAWHON’s criminal history and determined that LAWHON was then, and remains-on probation for felony convictions in Billings.  LAWHON is also being supervised for a felony Burglary conviction from the State of Wyoming.  Further investigation revealed LAWHON has previous felony convictions for robbery, burglary, criminal sales of dangerous drugs, and criminal possession of dangerous drugs.


On November 16, 2002, LAWHON possessed a Winchester .22 caliber rifle, when he was a prohibited person, due to multiple previous felony convictions.  On this date, LAWHON pawned the rifle at Northwest Pawn. 
He faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 

This conviction is yet another important outcome from Project Safe Neighborhoods, a national priority of the United States Department of Justice.  PSN is designed as a partnership between federal and local law enforcement to reduce violent crime and gun-related crime through the vigorous enforcement of the criminal provisions of the federal firearms laws.  In Montana, the effort under PSN is called “Catch and No Release.”
Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Zink prosecuted the case for the United States.

The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.







# # # # #

A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

