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BRIAN IDSTROM SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, BRIAN IDSTROM, age 33, appeared for sentencing.  IDSTROM was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Restitution: $38,63.67


IDSTROM was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to aiding and abetting interstate transportation of stolen property. 


On or about November 1, 2001 to about April 5, 2002, Brandon Shumway, previously sentenced on Federal charges, was engaged in the pawn shop business here in Billings.  During that period he also was engaged in the sale of merchandise through e-Bay whereby he advertised various goods and merchandise for sale and sold, through e-Bay, to the highest bidder.  During this period of time Shumway was buying goods which had been stolen by IDSTROM, from Shipton’s Big R store where he worked.  These goods consisted of mainly rifle scopes, binoculars, global positioning units, range finders and spotting scopes.  These items were obtained directly by Shumway from IDSTROM or by others on Shumway’s behalf with the help of IDSTROM by theft from Shipton’s Big R store in Billings.  IDSTROM aided Shumway by continually supplying him with stolen goods for below cost for Shumway to sell interstate.  


The items that were sold through e-Bay were substantiated by records that were obtained by law enforcement officers from e-Bay and payments were substantiated through the testimony of banking officials where IDSTROM did business and through the Paypal Organization, an escrow type service for buyers and sellers over e-Bay.  In all, more than $30,000 worth of merchandise was stolen and sold over e-Bay by Shumway.  Once the stolen merchandise had been sold over e-Bay and payment was arranged or received, Shumway or others acting at his direction, shipped the stolen merchandise to the e-Bay buyer by Federal Express or otherwise.  Records show that the stolen goods, wares, and merchandise were known by IDSTROM to have been stolen and were sold to buyers outside of the State of Montana and therefore were transported in interstate commerce.  The value of the merchandise sold exceeded $30,000 but was less than $70,000. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that IDSTROM will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, IDSTROM does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws and Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Yellowstone County Sheriff’s Office.
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