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BRIAN EGAN PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, BRIAN DOUGLAS EGAN, a 33-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to coercion and enticement.  Sentencing is set for January 12, 2005, at 9:00 a.m.  EGAN is currently released on his own recognizance with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on July 9, 2003, a special agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) was working undercover in an Internet chat room, posing as a 14-year-old girl.  EGAN and the “girl” engaged in several internet conversations that ultimately led to EGAN’s discussion of sexual acts with the “girl.”  Subsequently, EGAN arranged to meet the “girl” to have sex with her.



Later on July 9, 2003, an individual identifying himself as “Doug” contacted a cooperating witness who was posing as 14-year-old girl via telephone and requested that she call him later.  The cooperating witness contacted EGAN at the phone number he provided and he again acknowledged his name was “Doug”.  EGAN wanted to “get together” the following day and assured the cooperating witness that he would not get her pregnant.  He also acknowledged again that the girl he was meeting was 14 years of age.


On July 11, 2003, a male approached the cooperating witness at the pre-designated meeting location and confirmed his name was “Doug.”   He was arrested and identified himself as BRIAN EGAN.  


EGAN admitted initiating Internet communications on July 9, 2003.  He also admitted he sent a picture of himself via the Internet to someone he believed to be less than 16 years of age.  He further admitted to talking to the cooperating witness via the telephone.  


EGAN faces possible penalties of a mandatory minimum 5 to 30 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and lifetime supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Billings Police Department.
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