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RONI GONZALES-MENDOZA SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 13, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, RONI GONZALES-MENDOZA appeared for sentencing.  GONZALES-MENDOZA was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 5 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3


GONZALES-MENDOZA was sentenced in connection with his guilty plea to illegal re-entry. 


On August 15, 2003, Supervisory Border Patrol Agent Gilbert G. Petty, of the United States Border Patrol was conducting transportation checks at the bus depot in Billings.  After observing GONZALES-MENDOZA become nervous at the sight of an Immigration Detention Enforcement Officer, Agent Petty proceeded to identify himself to GONZALES-MENDOZA and asked him of what country he was a citizen.  GONZALES-MENDOZA stated that he was a not a U.S. citizen. 


Upon processing GONZALES-MENDOZA, an INS records check revealed he had been deported seven times from the United States, his most recent deportation from Williams Gateway Airport at Chandler, Arizona on May 21, 2003, after having served a three-year prison sentence for cocaine.  GONZALES-MENDOZA stated that he illegally re-entered the United States at Laredo, Texas on July 27, 2003.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that GONZALES-MENDOZA will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, GONZALES-MENDOZA does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Ed Laws and Assistant U.S. Attorney Jim Seykora prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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