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WALLENE MARY BEAR SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 14, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, WALLENE MARY BEAR, a 45-year-old resident of Harlem, Montana, appeared for sentencing.  BEAR was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 2 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years


BEAR was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine. 


On December 5, 2003, agents of the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force received information that BEAR was traveling on an AMTRAK train from Seattle, Washington, to Havre, transporting drugs.  The information stated that BEAR had the methamphetamine packaged into balloons and had them in a private area of her body.


On December 5, 2003 at approximately 2:00 p.m., Tri-Agency Drug Task Force agents met the eastbound AMTRAK train in Havre.  BEAR exited the train and was met by the agents.  BEAR was asked several questions and advised she was being detained until the investigation could be completed.  She allowed agents to search her purse for weapons.  Balloons were found inside a pocket of the purse.  Investigating agents asked BEAR what the balloons were for and she stated they were for her grandchild’s birthday party in Seattle.  Investigating agents then asked BEAR if she knew of any other reason to have balloons and she stated, “I heard that people transport drugs that way.”  Investigating agents advised  BEAR that she would be transported to the Havre Police Department for further questioning.


At the Havre Police Department, BEAR was advised of her rights and was asked about the possibility  of her transporting drugs.  She stated she was not transporting drugs.  BEAR was advised the investigating agents had received a report that she was transporting drugs.  BEAR was told that agents believed she was in fact carrying drugs on her person and stated they believed there was probable cause to obtain a search warrant.   BEAR stated a search warrant would not be necessary and said she would retrieve the drugs.


The package was approximately the size of a soda pop can, and weighed approximately 98.3 grams.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that BEAR will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, BEAR does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Lori Suek prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort by the Tri-Agency Drug Task Force and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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