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MELISSA LYNN STRAIN SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on October 15, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MELISSA LYNN STRAIN, age 31, appeared for sentencing.  STRAIN was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Prison: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $2600

! 


Supervised Release: 4 years

! 


Community Service: 300 hours


STRAIN was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to conspiracy to distribute methamphetamine and distribution of methamphetamine. 


Prior to September 12, 2003, law enforcement officers received information regarding the distribution of methamphetamine from a residence in Bozeman occupied by STRAIN.


On September 12, 2003, law enforcement authorities in Bozeman became aware that a parcel addressed to STRAIN was in the FedEx System.   Law enforcement officers requested the assistance of a drug sniffing dog which positively indicated the presence of dangerous drugs within the parcel addressed to STRAIN.


On September 12, 2003, STRAIN subsequently arrived at the FedEx facility at Bozeman and took possession of the parcel after which time she was confronted by  law enforcement officers while she was in possession of the package.


STRAIN was interviewed after being advised of her rights.  She advised the parcel contained methamphetamine and admitted selling methamphetamine since 2001 in 1/4 and ½ gram quantities for $40 and $80 in exchange for personal use quantities for her own consumption.  STRAIN admitted that Joseph O’Brien had made arrangements for the September 12, 2003, shipment of the methamphetamine to Bozeman, as well as many other prior shipments.  STRAIN related this individual called her early in the morning of September 12, 2003, from Great Falls and requested delivery of the parcel to Helena.


STRAIN consented to a search of the parcel which contained a plastic baggie containing approximately ½ ounce of suspected methamphetamine.  STRAIN agreed to conduct a controlled delivery of the parcel to the other person.


Joseph O’Brien and STRAIN met and, after he retrieved the package, he was placed under arrest in Broadwater County, near Townsend.


Joseph O’Brien ordered methamphetamine from Albert Tito Perez, who then, in turn, shipped the methamphetamine on multiple occasions to Strain in ½ to 1 ounce quantities.


Admissions made by STRAIN and the other individual would further establish that they obtained user quantities from the various shipments and the remainder would be sold by STRAIN through various individuals. 


Upon receiving the proceeds from methamphetamine sales, STRAIN would turn over the cash proceeds, in part, to the other person or upon his instruction, she deposited the cash proceeds to his personal bank account at a bank in Bozeman.


Cash proceeds, in part, were also wire transferred from Bozeman to the resident in California via Western Union or MoneyGram on the dates and in the amounts set forth in the indictment. 


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that STRAIN will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, STRAIN does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Bernie Hubley prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Missouri River Drug Task Force, the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force (HIDTA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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