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MUSA BRIAN MOSES MBOWE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 15, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, MUSA BRIAN MOSES MBOWE, age 32, pled guilty to illegal re-entry.  Sentencing is set for January 13, 2005, at 10:00 a.m.  MBOWE is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that an order of an Immigration Judge on December 1, 1995, ordered the deportation of MBOWE from the United States.  Additionally, the United States would offer the Warrant of Deportation for MBOWE dated February 21, 1996, as well as the document evidencing the execution of the Warrant for Deportation which establishes that MBOWE was deported from the United States at JFK International Airport on December 14, 1996. 


MBOWE was found in the United States on or about June 11, 2004, in Richland County.


In a sworn statement to an Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent, MBOWE  admitted his correct name; correct date of birth; that he is a citizen of Gambia; he first came to the United States in January 1995; he was previously deported from the United States; he did not apply for permission from the United States government to re-enter the United States following his deportation; he re-entered the United States following his deportation on or about March 9, 2001; and the Gambian passport in his possession, under the name Briam Moses Mbowe, DOB August 8, 1972, is valid and was issued to him by the Gambian government.


He faces possible penalties of 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Mike Lahr prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

