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GUO XIN HUANG FOUND GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that on October 18, 2004, in Great Falls, after a 5-day federal district court trial before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, GUO XIN HUANG, a 36-year-old resident of Toronto, Canada, was found guilty of conspiracy to import marijuana and attempted smuggling and attempted importation of marijuana.  Sentencing is set for January 27, 2005.  HUANG is currently detained.


On October 4, 2001 United States Customs Service inspectors searched a commercial tractor and trailer that had entered the United States from Canada via the Blaine Port of Entry in the Western District of Washington.  The inspectors found a large amount of marijuana concealed in a hidden compartment in the trailer.  The truck’s driver and a passenger were arrested.  


The passenger confessed to United States Customs agents that he was aware the trailer contained marijuana.  He also confessed that he had previously delivered marijuana to the United States from Canada in a commercial truck and trailer in September 2001.   

The passenger assisted Customs in making a controlled delivery of the marijuana to another individual.


January 15, 2002, another person attempted to drive a Freightliner tractor and attached trailer from British Columbia into the United States via the Blaine Port of Entry in the Western District of Washington.  The tractor/trailer was operated by Galaxy Freightways, a subsidiary of National Fibers, LTD.   Galaxy Freightways  operates from British Columbia, Canada.  Ostensibly, the trailer contained beer destined for San Diego, California.  A United States Customs inspector searched the trailer and found not only beer, and 34 hockey bags filled with marijuana.  Collectively, the hockey bags contained 1,494 pounds of marijuana.  


This person was arrested and subsequently indicted by the United States in the Western District of Washington for importation of marijuana and possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. 


 The United States Customs Service seized the tractor and trailer. On January 21, 2002, the general manager for Galaxy Freightways, appealed that seizure, asserting his company did not know the person had used Galaxy’s truck to smuggle drugs.  Based on the appeal, the United States Customs Service returned the truck and trailer  to Galaxy Freightways.


On May 10, 2002, HUANG attempted to enter the United States Port of Entry at Piegan, Montana in a tractor/trailer bearing the company name Galaxy Freightways.  The tractor was the very same tractor which the United States Customs Service had seized at the Blaine, Washington port of entry on January 15, 2002 and later returned to Galaxy Freightways.  The trailer ostensibly contained peat moss bound for Oregon.  Custom officials at the Piegan Port of Entry turned the truck away, since that port of entry is not a commercial point of entry.


HUANG then drove to the Port of Entry located at Sweetgrass, Montana.  Inspectors there found a concealed compartment in the front nose section of the trailer.  That compartment contained 1226 pounds of a form of high-grade marijuana know as “B.C. Bud.”  

HUANG was arrested and interviewed.


HUANG eventually insisted that he had to call his dispatcher. He called his dispatcher, who was actually a co-conspirator. HUANG did not identify himself and simply stated  that he was leaving Customs.


HUANG and his co-conspirators made numerous trips with illegal drugs in addition to the May 2002 trip.


HUANG faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for conspiracy to import marijuana.    For smuggling and attempted smuggling of marijuana, HUANG faces 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For attempted importation of marijuana, HUANG faces a mandatory 5 to 40 years in prison, a $1,000,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Joe Thaggard prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement.
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