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DOUGLAS STEVEN BACON PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on October 19, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, DOUGLAS STEVEN BACON, age 47, pled guilty to possession of stolen firearms; theft from a federal firearms licensee and five counts of transportation of stolen firearms.  Sentencing is set for January 27, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.  BACON is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 27, 2004, BACON pawned a stolen rifle in Great Falls.  The day before, BACON walked out of Capital Sports, a federal firearms licensee, in Helena, with the same rifle without paying for it.


BACON also committed a string of residential burglarizes all over the state targeting firearms.  On March 1, 2004, BACON stole 5 firearms from a residence in Kalispell.  On March 1 and 2, 2004, BACON pawned those firearms in Great Falls.  On March 12, 2004, BACON stole 4 firearms from a residence in Belgrade.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Billings.  On March 17, 2004, BACON stole 3 firearms from a residence in Circle.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Lewistown.  On March 19, 2004, BACON stole 4 firearms from a residence in Simms, and 1 firearm from a residence in Augusta.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Missoula.  On March 23, 2004, BACON stole 3 firearms from a residence in Bozeman.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Missoula.  On April 7, 2004, BACON stole 6 firearms from a residence in Columbus.  On April 8, 2004, BACON pawned those firearms in Sheridan, Wyoming.  On April 15, 2004, BACON stole 5 firearms from a residence in Livingston.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Gillette, Wyoming.  On April 21, 2004, BACON stole 4 firearms from a residence in Red Lodge.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Casper, Wyoming.  On April 27, 2004, BACON stole 11 firearms from a residence in Whitehall.  On the same day, BACON pawned those firearms in Idaho Falls, Idaho.  On May 12, 2004, BACON stole 10 firearms from a residence in Townsend.  On the same day and the following day, BACON pawned those firearms in Kalispell and Idaho. 


On June 10, 2004, BACON admitted to the above events.


A total of 56 weapons stolen.


BACON faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for possession of stolen firearms.  For theft from a federal firearms licensee, BACON faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For transportation of stolen firearms, BACON faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Paulette Stewart prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

