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LAURA LEE CAMPBELL SENTENCED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 20, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, LAURA LEE CAMPBELL, a 28-year-old resident of Billings, appeared for sentencing.  CAMPBELL was sentenced to a term of: 

! 


Probation: 3 years

! 


Special Assessment: $100

! 


Supervised Release: 3 years

! 


Restitution: $18.994.00


CAMPBELL was sentenced in connection with her guilty plea to interstate transportation of stolen property.


 On or about November 1, 2002, CAMPBELL and a co-defendant stole a 2002 GMC Sierra Pickup Truck from the Billings Auto Auction with a value of $31,000.


CAMPBELL and the co-defendant later stored the truck in a garage on the property where CAMPBELL lived and stripped it with the intention of selling some of the parts on eBay and discarding away other parts.  They intended to deprive the owner of the use of the truck permanently.


Using CAMPBELL’s computer and with her knowledge, the co-defendant listed the engine, tires and rims from the truck on eBay, knowing that they were stolen.


On December 20, 2002, Sammy D. Swim of Lubbock, Texas, won the auction on eBay to buy the engine for $6,500, and on December 23, 2002, he sent the co-defendant a check for $6,500 via UPS for the purchase price.  Mr. Swim agreed to pick up the engine in Billings.


On December 30, 2002, Phillip Riley of Springfield, Missouri, won the auction on eBay to buy the tires and rims for $355, and on January 3, 2003, he sent the co-defendant a check for $505 via Federal Express for the purchase price and shipping to Springfield, Missouri.


The co-defendant gave CAMPBELL $2,000 of the proceeds from the sale of the car parts.


On February 1, 2003, Sammy D. Swim picked up the engine, wheels and tires from CAMPBELL and the co-defendant at the house where CAMPBELL lived and took them to Lubbock, Texas.  Mr. Swim later delivered the tires and wheels to Phillip Riley in Springfield, Missouri.


Because there is no parole in the federal system, the “truth in sentencing” guidelines mandate that CAMPBELL will likely serve all of the time imposed by the court.  In the federal system, CAMPBELL does have the opportunity to earn a sentence reduction for “good behavior.”  However, this reduction will not exceed 15% of the overall sentence.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme prosecuted this case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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