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UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
DI STRI CT OF NEW JERSEY

UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA ) Crim nal No.
V. ) 18 U.S.C. 88 1203 & 2
AHVAD OVAR SAEED SHEI KH, ) | NDI CTMENT

a/ k/a "Chaudrey Bashir"
a/ k/a "Bashir"
The Grand Jury in and for the District of New Jersey,
sitting at Trenton, charges:
Count 1
(Conspiracy to commt hostage
taking resulting in the death
of Daniel Pearl)
1. At all tines relevant to the allegations contai ned

in this Indictment:

a. The Wall Street Journal was a prom nent

newspaper published by Dow Jones & Conmpany, Inc., which had its
headquarters in South Brunsw ck, New Jersey. Copies of the
newspaper's different editions were distributed worl dw de.

b. The Wall Street Journal reported on

international, national, and area news on a regular basis. In

order to gather information, the Wall Street Journal assigned

reporters to |l ocations throughout the world.
c. Internet e-mail nmessages to addresses at the

Wall Street Journal were routed through the conpany's conputer

server in South Brunswi ck, New Jersey.



d. Dani el Pearl, a United States national, was an

acconplished journalist for the Wall Street Journal where he

began working in 1990. Starting in 2000, he served as the
newspaper's South Asia Bureau Chief and was based in Bonbay,
India. He traveled throughout South Asia to report on matters in
that area. As part of his responsibilities, Daniel Pear

travel ed to Pakistan in or about Decenmber 2001.

e. Defendant AHVAD OVAR SAEED SHEI KH was
affiliated with radical, mlitant organi zations. He trained in
mlitary canps in Afghanistan and, in or about Septenber and
Cct ober 2001, fought in Afghanistan with Taliban and Al Qaeda
forces.

f. Millah Zaeef was the former Anbassador to
Paki stan of the Taliban government in Afghanistan.

2. Fromin or about January 2002 to on or about
February 21, 2002, in the District of New Jersey and el sewhere,
i ncl udi ng Karachi, Pakistan, defendant
AHVAD OVAR SAEED SHEI KH

a/ k/ a "Chaudrey Bashir"

a/ k/a "Bashir"
did knowingly and willfully conspire with others to seize,
detain, and threaten to kill, injure and continue to detain
Daniel Pearl, a United States national, in order to conpel the
United States governnent to do and abstain from doing certain
acts, described below in paragraphs 8 and 10, as an explicit and
inplicit condition for Daniel Pearl's release.

3. The death of Daniel Pearl resulted fromthis



conspi racy.

4. The object of the conspiracy was to take hostage a
journalist froma U S. newspaper in order to affect certain U S
governnent policies, including policies undertaken in response to
terrorist attacks on the Wrld Trade Center and the Pentagon on
Septenber 11, 2001.

5. It was part of the conspiracy that defendant AHMAD
OVAR SAEED SHEI KH, posing as Bashir, and others |ured Danie
Pearl to a neeting in Karachi, Pakistan under the false pretense
that he was to neet with a promnent Muslimcleric. Daniel Pear
wanted to interview this individual in connection with a news
story he planned to wite. In setting up this neeting, defendant
AHVAD OVAR SAEED SHEI KH, posing as Chaudrey Bashir or Bashir
caused Internet e-mail nessages to be sent to Daniel Pearl at his

Vall Street Journal e-mail address. These e-nmmils were routed

t hrough Sout h Brunsw ck, New Jersey.

6. It was further part of the conspiracy that
conspirators abducted Daniel Pearl in Karachi, Pakistan while he
was trying to neet with the prom nent Muslimcleric.

7. 1t was further part of the conspiracy that
conspirators held Dani el Pearl captive, in seclusion, by the use
of force, violence and threats of violence.

8. It was further part of the conspiracy that
conspirators comuni cated demands by e-mail sent from Pakistan to
various nedia outlets:

a. On or about January 26, 2002, conspirators



sent an e-nmail nessage from "ki dnapperguy@otnmail.conl'. The

message declared that "The National novenent for the restoration
of Paki stani sovereignty" had captured Daniel Pearl and was
hol ding himin "very inhuman [sic] circunstances"” simlar to the
way that "Pakistanis and nationals of other sovereign countries
[were] being kept in Cuba by the American Arny." According to
the e-mail, "[i]f the Americans keep our countrynmen in better
conditions we will better the conditions of M. Pearl and all the
ot her Americans that we capture.” The e-mail demanded that if
America wanted Daniel Pearl to be released, "all Pakistanis being
illegally detained by the FBI in side [sic] Arerica nmerely on
suspi ci on nust be given access to |awers and allowed [to see]
their famly nmenbers.” The e-mail demanded that "Pakistan
prisoners in Cuba nust be returned to Pakistan" and "tried in a
Paki stani Court." The e-mail al so denmanded that "Afghanistan's
Enbassador Mul |l a Zaeef" [sic] be sent back to Pakistan.

b. The above e-mail nessage had five attachnents.
The attached files included four photographs of Daniel Pearl in
captivity; one photo depicted Daniel Pearl in shackles with a
gun pointed at his head. A fifth file contained a nessage
witten in Udu that restated the above demands. The nessage
al so demanded that the United States governnment provide F-16
fighter planes to Pakistan or return the noney Pakistan had paid
for the planes with interest.

c. On or about January 30, 2002, conspirators

sent a second e-mai|l nessage from "Daniel News"



"strangepeopl es@otmil.com'. The nmessage criticized Arerica's

detention of Pakistanis in Cuba and in the United States,
Anerica's detention of Millah Zaeef, the "anbassador to

[ Paki stan],"” and America's refusal to deliver F-16 fighter planes
after accepting paynent from Pakistan. The nmessage threatened to
execute Daniel Pearl within 24 hours unless America fulfilled
"our demands."” The nmessage al so warned ot her Anerican
journalists to get out of Pakistan within three days, after which
time they woul d be targeted.

d. The January 30, 2002 e-mail nessage had three
attachnents. The attached files included two photographs of
Dani el Pearl in captivity; one photo depicted Daniel Pearl with
a gun pointed at his head. A third file contained a nessage
witten in Udu restating the conspirators' denands.

9. It was further part of the conspiracy that
conspirators forced Daniel Pearl to make statenents agai nst
Anmerican governnmental policy, which were videotaped.

10. It was further part of the conspiracy that
conspirators killed and decapitated Dani el Pearl, which they
vi deotaped in part. The videotape al so threatened Anericans and
repeat ed demands contained in the e-nmails described in paragraph
8.

Overt Acts

11. In furtherance of the conspiracy and to effect its
object, the followi ng overt acts were comm tted:

a. On or about January 16, 2002, defendant AHVAD OVAR



SAEED SHEI KH caused

an e-mail nessage to be sent from "Chaudrey

Bashir" to Daniel Pearl at his Wall Street Journal e-mai

addr ess.

b. On or
SAEED SHEI KH caused
Dani el Pearl at his

c. On or
SAEED SHEI KH caused
Dani el Pearl at his

d On or
SAEED SHEI KH caused
Dani el Pearl at his

e. On or
Dani el Pearl at the
SHEI KH.

f. On or

about January 19, 2002, defendant AHVAD OVAR
an e-mail nessage to be sent from"Bashir" to

Vall Street Journal e-mail address.

about January 20, 2002, defendant AHVAD OVAR
an e-mail nessage to be sent from"Bashir" to

Vall Street Journal e-mail address.

about January 22, 2002, defendant AHVAD OVAR
an e-mail nessage to be sent from"Bashir" to

Vall Street Journal e-mail address.

about January 23, 2002, conspirators abducted

directi on of defendant AHVAD OVAR SAEED

about January 26, 2002, conspirators sent

various nedia outlets an e-nmail nmessage, with attachnents,

cont ai ni ng certain demands.

g. Before January 30, 2002, conspirators brutally

kill ed Dani el Pearl.

h. On or

about January 30, 2002, conspirators sent

various nedia outlets a second e-mail nessage, with attachnents,

threatening to execute Daniel Pearl if their demands were not

met, even though they had already killed him

In violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section

1203.



Count 2
(Hostage taking resulting in
t he death of Daniel Pearl)

1. The allegations contained in paragraphs 1 and 4
through 11 of Count 1 are realleged and incorporated by reference
as though set forth fully herein.

2. Fromin or about January 2002 to on or about
February 21, 2002, in the District of New Jersey and el sewhere,
i ncludi ng Karachi, Pakistan, defendant

AHVAD OVAR SAEED SHEI KH,

a/ k/a "Chaudrey Bashir"

a/ k/a "Bashir"
and others did knowingly and willfully seize, detain, and
threaten to kill, injure and continue to detain Daniel Pearl, a
United States national, in order to conpel the United States
governnent to do and abstain fromdoing certain acts, described
in paragraphs 8 and 10 of Count 1, as an explicit and inplicit
condition for Daniel Pearl's release.

3. The death of Daniel Pearl resulted fromthis

host age t aki ng.



In violation of Title 18, United States Code,

1203 and 2.

CHRI STOPHER J. CHRI STI E
United States Attorney
District of New Jersey

ROSCCE C. HOMARD, JR
United States Attorney
District of Colunbia
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