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Providence man is convicted of bank fraud in 

$150,000 fraudulent check scheme

A federal jury has found Mbuyama Tshibaka, of Providence, guilty of a bank fraud conspiracy in which he recruited young women to deposit fraudulent checks in bank accounts and then withdraw cash, most of which they gave to him.  Tshibaka used stolen personal checks and counterfeit corporate and cashier’s checks.  At least $150,000 in fraudulent checks were deposited at various Rhode Island banks during the six-month span of the scheme in 2001.


The Office of the United States Attorney announced the guilty verdict, which the jury returned yesterday after a five-day trial and about one and one-half hours of deliberation.  Tshibaka, 28, of 45 Greenwich Street, is detained pending sentencing, which is scheduled for September 3 before U.S. District Court Judge William E. Smith, who presided over the trial.  


During the trial, Assistant U.S. Attorney Terrence P. Donnelly presented evidence developed during investigations by the United States Secret Service and the Rhode Island State Police.  He presented testimony from victims of the stolen and counterfeit checks, bank officials, and four women whom Tshibaka recruited to implement his scheme.


The evidence showed a pattern in which Tshibaka would approach a young woman – in once instance at the Warwick Mall – and discuss modeling or other career opportunities.  After gaining their confidence, Tshibaka induced the women to open bank accounts and gave them checks to deposit.  Tshibaka then had the women withdraw cash against the checks before the bank realized that they were fraudulent.   They gave him the cash and he gave them a


-more-

 percentage of it.  The checks ranged in amounts from about $4,000 to $40,000.


One group of fraudulent checks was from the checkbook of a salesman who testified that his checkbook had been stolen from a counter while he was making a sales call at a department store in Baltimore.  Other checks were counterfeits that appeared to be cashiers checks written against the funds of a Wisconsin woman who had paid off a loan through a Wisconsin bank.  Others were counterfeit corporate checks.


Nicole Cullen, 25, of Providence, one of the women who participated in the scheme and testified at Tshibaka’s trial, has pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court to bank fraud conspiracy and is awaiting sentencing.  She admitted that, after meeting Tshibaka at a night club, she opened accounts at four area banks, depositing a total of $67,543 in fraudulent checks and withdrawing a total of $15,100 in cash, which she gave to Tshibaka.  After each withdrawal, he gave her a percentage of the cash – ranging from about 15% to 25%.


Two other witnesses in the trial have pleaded guilty to Rhode Island state charges of obtaining money under false pretenses, one to a felony and the other to a misdemeanor. 


The jury found Tshibaka guilty of one count of conspiracy to commit bank fraud and 15 counts of bank fraud.  The statutory maximum penalty for conspiracy is five years in federal prison and a $250,000 fine.  The statutory maximum penalty for each count of bank fraud is 30 years imprisonment and a $1,000,000 fine.  Federal sentencing is determined on the basis of guidelines that rely on such factors as the specific nature of an offense and a defendant’s criminal background, if any.


The United States Secret Service and the Rhode Island State Police investigated the case.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Donnelly is prosecuting it.
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