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TYLER GANG MEMBERS TO DO HARD TIME

(Tyler, Texas) Two members of the Tyler area street gang, East Side Locos, have
been sentenced to federal prison after pleading guilty to gang-related crimes. U.S.
District Judge Leonard Davis sentenced DANNY GARCIA, JR., 20, this afternoon
to 151 months in prison and ordered him to pay restitution of $31,609.42. Judge
Davis also sentenced GERONIMO URQUIZA, 24, to 105 months in prison. Both
men face three years supervised release upon the completion of their sentences.
According to information presented by prosecutors, GARCIA and URQUIZA
were long-time members of the East Side Locos. Gang members burglarized homes
and sold drugs and guns to fund gang activities. Gang members also participated
in gang initiations and intimidation of their rivals by assaulting them or shooting at
their homes. GARCIA and URQUIZA pled guilty to a RICO Act conspiracy last year.
U.S. Attorney Matthew D. Orwig says this sentence should send a
message, "The message is clear, if you join a gang as a young
person, you could spend your youth in prison. We will use every
tool in our prosecutorial arsenal to protect the residents and

communities of the Eastern District of Texas from gang violence.”
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GARCIA and URQUIZA were indicted, along with 12 others, by a federal grand
jury ayear ago. Seven defendants have already been sentenced: Juan Saucedo was
sentenced to 96 months in federal prison, Ramiro Saldivar, was sentenced to 144
months, Carlos Juarez was sentenced to 168 months, Daniel Garcia, Sr. was
sentenced to 65 months, Felix Cortes was sentenced to 120 months, Rodgerick
Howard was sentenced to 78 months and Lorenzo Howard was sentenced to 131
years. Two of their co-defendants are awaiting sentencing. Two others are fugitives
and believed to be in Mexico. One defendant had his federal charges dropped in
exchange for a guilty plea on state charges.
The FBI, Tyler Police Department and the Smith County District Attorney's
Office investigated the case. Assistant U.S. Attorney Bill Baldwin prosecuted the

case.
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