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LA CROSSE MAN SENTENCED TO FEDERAL PRISON 
FOR POSSESSING CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

Madison, Wisconsin -- Erik C. Peterson, United States Attorney for the Western 

District of Wisconsin, announced that John Jacques, 58, La Crosse, Wis., was sentenced 

today by Chief U.S. District Judge Barbara B. Crabb to 78 months in prison for 

possession of images of children engaged in sexually explicit conduct. Chief Judge 

Crabb ordered that Jacques's sentence be served consecutively to the 15-year sentence 

he is currently serving in the Wisconsin prison system. 

Beginning in September 2007, Jacques used the internet to chat with individuals 

whom he believed were minor girls but were, in fact, undercover law enforcement 

officers. In many of these chats, Jacques engaged in lurid sexual conversations. 

Jacques was arrested on November 29, 2007, after he arrived at a La Crosse 

restaurant believing that he was going to meet a 13-year-old girl for purposes of 

engaging in sex. A search warrant was executed at Jacques's residence in La Crosse, 

where police recovered a computer containing evidence that Jacques possessed child 

pornography. 

In April 2008, Jacques was convicted of using a computer to facilitate a child sex 



crime in La Crosse County Circuit Court after a three-day jury trial. On May 5, 2008, 

Jacques was sentenced to serve 15 years in prison, to be followed by a 15 year term of 

supervised release, for this offense. In addition to this conviction, Jacques was also 

previously convicted in Virginia in 2001 for solicitation of a minor using a computer. 

While he was awaiting sentencing in La Crosse County, Jacques was indicted by 

a federal grand jury on April 2, 2008, on a charge of possession of a computer hard 

drive containing child pornography. Jacques pleaded guilty to the federal charge on 

August 20, 2008. 

At sentencing, Chief Judge Crabb stated that Jacques's sentence reflected the 

danger he posed to society and young females. 

The charges in this case were the result of an investigation conducted by the 

Holmen Police Department, the La Crosse Police Department, and the La Crosse 

County Sheriff's Department. The prosecution of the case has been handled by 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul W. Connell. 
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