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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR 

I , 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF.MISSISSIPPI 	 ! . 

' 

JACKSON DIVISION • 'iLE:RK: 

THE 
!;SOUTHERN DIST 
;' F I tltD~sISSI;PII
' 
: AUG 11 1970: 

ROBE:RT C
By • THOMAS 

; 

f O£PUTy 

I' 	 ' , 
I, " I

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) i: 	 ' 
) 

Plain.tiff, ) 	 f 
) 	 i' ICIVIL ACTION NO .... 4706 
) f. 	 1 

v. 	 ) , 
) !THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, ) 

et al.• , ) (WAYNE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT) .\, 
) 

Defendants. ) .",I 
) i 

·1., 
This cause having come on for hearing on the complaint 

I 
.of the United ~tates; and the Wayne County School Di~trict '.1 

! 
having prepared and filed a student assignment plan for the I, 

i 
desegregation'of its public s~hool system and having moved 

'this Court'to approve and adopt said plan for immediate 

J,implementation; and the United States ~aving also mov~d this I 
Court for'approyal and implementati6n of the School District's 

:1 

student assignment plan and for other relief; and this Court 
1 

being of the opinion that immediat~ implementati~n of the ·1;J 
SchooL District~s student assignment plan and the fu~ther ·1 

I 

relief requested by the United States will ~~t~sfy .the ends 

Iof justice in this case; it is therefore' 
. ,! 

ORDERED .j 
employees 'IThat the defendants, their successors, 

• 	 • I 
1 

concert or participation with them be .and ~he:L?:f'reb,Y are 

&l :"'LZ--~
enjoined from 	 " i 

iii";;:' (·'~·Tir(, '·;f:··..-;.; 
j\'ll..I~ I ..! 	 'w i,ll. ~ tl 

~: i'>' 

3 SEP 17 1~o .1: 
r--'-----~:!\il:-.-4.-·'1, 

., :. 

and agents, including the Wa~ne County School District,.the '\i. ·1 
I 

Superint~ndent of the Wayne County Sc~ool District and 
; ;1 · J 

the Wayne County Board of Educ.ation, and all those, in .active· .:i r \... · 
i 

I 
·1 ·····
. ,.rt~~, 

I.. , 

~4.J/'A
." l' 
. "d.!..,:. 

I 
· 

·1 
' 

.~~.'~~?! 
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j 

r I I 

:1 
'j 1
1. Discriminating against any student on the basis of 

, I 
 race or ~olor in the operation of the Wayne County School .1 
:j 

I'" 
, i 


Distr~~t and f~iling or refusing to immediately terminate th~ 
i I


:1 I 

operation of a dual system of schools based on race apd to j i 


I 


operate, ,now and hereafter, a single, non-racia~ unitary I 

'I 

i 

system of public schools; 	 I \, 

I 
i 

I 
i 
1


2,' Pailing or refusing to immediately announce and I 


implement the student assignment plan prepared and fi~ed by 


the Wayne County School District, which is incorporated 


herein by reference; 
 1 
 I 
. ,I I 

3. Pailing or refusing to immediately terminate the !,

i 

operation of a racially dual and overlapping system of school 

'bus transportation, and to operate, ~ow and hereafte~, a single, i 	 i 

i


non-racia) school b~s transporiation system; I,
I I

4. Pailing or refusing to take such ~ther steps as are 

.!I''I 
1 


reasonable and necessary to terminate operation of a ~ual system 	 i I.,

'j I'
of ~ublic schools. Such steps shall include the provisions 	 I 

I 

: 

set out in Attachments A and B. I

the Court shall retain Jursidiction of this cause to 

f \,
i, 


insure full cbmplaince with this order and to modify ~r amend I 

I 


the same as may be deemed necessary or desirable for opera t ion 

'of'a unitary, school system. I'I' 
. The Clerk is directed to mail certified copies of this 

1: f 

Order to counsel for all parties and counsel. for the :School j i 


!:District. I' 	
'\ I 


>~ t 
ORDERED this h!7;d day, of Augus,t, 1970. I I
~ 

I 
 . J I: 
I ,:1 
,I I 
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A TRUE COPY, I HEREBY CERTI.~1: .. 
ROBERT C. THOMAS"CLERl{ t' 
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The school 'board shall announce ,and 

,following' policies: . \ 
" 

.; j"i: 
; ... : 
) ,t· I 

~ '\ 
I :: 

implement': the 
I .' 
I " J ;: 

" ~. 

. 1. 'All principals, teachers, teachers -a'ides tand 

o'ther staff ,.ho 'l7ork directly with children at f.l school 

shall be so assigned that ·in no case. will the racia~ . 
! 

composition of ? staff in~~:!.c8te thnt a school is intended 

.......,.. 
': 1"; 

for. Negro students or "'hito student:>. The school district 

shall assign the staff described s.hove so that the ratio 

of Negro to white teachers in each school, and the ratio 

. of other sta:I;f in each, are substant:i.ally the Sat,10 

as each such ratio is to the teachers and other staff • 
i 

:cespectiv,"ly, in the entire school ~ystem. 
, 

l'he school district: she-il, to the extent n~cessar.y 

to c~.n"Y out this desegregation plan, .diract 'm~nlJ:,ort of 

d.ts staff as a condition of continued emplo)rment to." acco'pt' 

,new ass:i.gnments. ii • . .; 

, 2. Staff members who "lork directly with children, 
/ 

" and professiona.l staff who work on the a.dministrative 'lavel" 

.'. : :will be hired, assigned, l)rOmoted, paid, dcmot.ed, dis" 
.... 

. m:iossed~ and othe't'\\ri~e treated ,.;rithout regard t~ r.ac?c. ' ' 
• •. I ~l 

~i 
~i . 

;:. t· :'.: ~ 
I' ''. t: ..... 

·ti • 

i::';: 
... , . i o , • 

..•. color, or11ational origin.• ' 
r·. • . 

;.: .... 
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 3. If there is to be a reduction in the number 
j: 
r. 

i.,'· of pripcipals, teachers, teach~r-aides, or other pro- t· 
. t 

i: 
· fe5sional. staff employed by the school district 'l>lhich:: 


will result in a dismissal or demotion of any s~ch staff" 

1. . 

" 
members, the staff member to. be dismissed or demotea t!' • 

'. ,. 
~. .. 

must be selected on the basis of objectiv~ and reason;' 


able non-d5.sc;:iminatory standards from among all the 


staff of the school district. In addition, if there is 


any such dismissal or demotion, no' staff vacancy may "I:

{1 

" 

be filled throughrecruitrnent of a person of a race, 1: 

;! 


· color, or ~ational origin. different from 'that of the ., 
(' 
~ 

. " indivi"dual dismissed or demoted, until each displaced ~ 
, ]; . 

staff member \"ho is qualifie~ has had an opportUnl.ty 1 
t . I' 

i 
to fill thc-I vacancy and has faile'd to accep.t.. an offer i 

i: 
, .... to 'do so. f 


Prior to suc):1 a reduction, the school board \vill 

! • 

I devolop' or require the development of non-r.8cial obj ectivo 
.j .. 

criteria to be used in· selecting 'the staff member who lis 


to be dismissed or demoted. These criteri8 shall be t 

available for public inspection and shall be retained:by. 


." .. '. t;

"'</ the school district. The ,schpol district also sha.ll ;: 


record cll1.d preserve the evaluation of staff members under
.. '"i 

the cri'ter~a. Such eval~ation shall be made availabl~ 
.j 

r· upon .request to the dismissed or demoted ·empl~yee .. 
u 

. . . . 2 
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UDe;"llotion" as used above includes Jlny i:e-cwoignr,ient 

(1) unde).: which the s t;d;f r..e...ber .rec~ives less payor· ..,H 

has less resi)Ql1sibility than under tIle assignment tL~ held 

previously, (2) \'1hich requires a le.Jser degree of skill 

than did the assignment he held previously, or (3) under 

\-Ihich the staff member is asked to teach a subject or grade 

othe~ than one for which he is certified or 'for which he 

.has had substantial e);perie,~-.ce wi.':.::'.:.:. ;;. :.:easonab-ty current; 

matte:c involved, five years in such a z-easonable pe:t"ioci. 

B., pfaj od. ty to 11inod::y Tl-clnS fer :?o1ic y. 

'rhe school dist:dct shall p.:,rmit a student attei1d

ing a school in ~vhich his race is :L1 the maj ority to choose 

to attend another school where his race is in the minority.
j 

I 

All s1.1ch t):ansferring sti.lcie"t,,, are· ',:0 be 'given priority 

for space being available. All sucr. transferring students 

,must be given transportation if they desire it. 

c. _T_r_at_)_s29;;.:1::.;"1::::,;-a::,t::.-1.::,·::::,on;.:, .' 
, The transportation system of the. school district 


shall be completely re-examined regularly by the super

intendant. his staff, and the school board. Bus routes 


and th,,: assignment of studE!nts to buses \olill be designed 

, . 

to insu~e the transportation of all eligible pupils on 

a non-seg;:egated and otherwise l1/ol)-discriminatory basis. 
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r 
.. ·:i,i,'i,,' D. 'School Constl.llction ,'md Site Selection lk" 

' .. ; t.r.: ir::'All school construction,and site selection 

t
(including the ~~cation of any temporary classrooms). r 


in ,the system shall be done in a mannel: 'l-1hich will 
'/,. 

.. 

):. 
" prevent the l."ecun"ence of the dual school structure, ,: 

"I: 
on~e this desegregation plan is implemElnted. i 

I,, , 
E. , Attendan'ce Outside System of Residence 

'If: the school district grants transfers to students 

living in the district for their attendance at public, 

s choo15" outs ide the dis tric t, 'or:·~f it permits' trans fers 

into the 'district of students who live outside the 

" , district, it sl'Hl'll do so on a non-discriminatory basis ~ 


'except that ,it shall not consent to transfers where the 


i
cumulative effect will reduce desegregation in either 


district or reinforce the dual school system. 


" F.," Deseg)~egnt:i.on of Classroom, Non-clasoroom and Extra-
r " 

Curricular Activities f. .. ' 
'.·1 t ' 

" 

The school district shall be prohibited, from 1 
~; 

maintaining any classroom, non-classroom, or e}~tra- [ 

curricular activity ~n a segregated basis, so that no 'j 

"student is effective,ly excluded from ~ttending any class 

"'.. ' or participating in any non-classroom or extracurri~ular 

I 
 ,; 

" activity on the basis o~ 'r~ce. 9010r. or national ":,I: 
'.- .... 
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'.', '" ATTACHMENT B 	 ~~ : 
r," ': ': 

REPORTS TO 'l'HE COURT 	 r ',,,,
Ii ':, 

On October 15. 1970' and Iofarch 15 t 1971 t and on" :' 
." ' 

the same date a."1nually thereafter until further order!: 

I'
, 

, 
•• J 

of this Court, defendants shal~ file with the Clerk 


, ", of this Court a report setting forth the following i." 


'information: ' 


I. 
~ " 

(a) The number of students by race enrolled in 


the school district; 


(b) The number of students by race enrolled in 
, " 

each school of the district; 	 !' 

(c) The number of students by race enrolled in 
::: :., 

each classroom in each of the schools in the district'. 
I' 
I 
I, 

I 
',!II. 	 I' 

i,.,.' 

(a) 	 The number of full time teachers by race ,in, 
" '1: 

... ,the district; " 

(b) The number of full time teachers by race in 
i 
I; '" 

".'1' each school in the district; 	 I, 
I 

(c) The number of part time teachers by race in' 

'. ~: . the district; 

(d) The number of" part time teachers by race ,in' 
.' ~ .';" 

, each school in the district .. 
.\ . 

...... 
I 

...;" . 
" 

: • .',' t.,' 
".'.. 

, " 

'~.': " 
'.' .":',:" 

. '. ",:'-"1 

. ,.' 
': ! 

'·1 
" 
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I, 



I " "'.' .. 

','.' 

III. 

,,' 

Describe the reques~s and the results which have 


accrued, by race, under the majori~y to the minority:trans-,

,I , 

" 
;" . fer provision. . t 

I, 

"/, 

( 
~; . 

IV. . r;! 
State the number of inter-district transfers 

I
granted, the race of the students who were gran,ted such 

transfers, and the school district to which the transfers 
I, 

were allowed. .,1)1 

V. 

State whether the transportation system, if any. 
.' .,' 
", '. 

in the district is desegregated ,to the extent that Negro 
I 

and white s tudents,'are,:' t'l'al1sported:,<la"ily: On the same; buses. ' .J; 

VI. 

State whether all facilities such as gymnasiums, 

auditoriums, and cafeterias are beL~g operated on a dese-, 

'., gregated basis. 
I· .. • ,:,'·1 ...... . ; .. ~ 

. ...VII. 
" 

...., ·:::.'l 
.....:;. . /. ,.

Give a brief description of any present or propo'sed 
" , 
. "'~l"construction or expansion of facilities. ........ ! 


. ' .' '. 
.:~ 

VIII. 

(a) State whether the school board has sold 'or 
'" .. ': 

'. ~ 
... !. :'{abandoned any school facility, equipment, or supplies having' .....~.:~ 

,8. total value of more than $500.00 since this Court~s order. 

. '. '.' 

'" . 

,~, . 

.... '.: .'.. ' f" • , .,~' ' 
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IX. 	 r. 

(a) State whether the-re is a hi-racial .adviso,ry . 

committee to the school board in the school districti: 

(b) If so, state whether the bi-racial advisory 

conmittee has submitted recommendations to the board pf 
I, 

educationi 
f . 

(c) If so, state the number and disposition of 

such recommendations; I 
(d) If a bi-racial committee is in existence, 

state 	briefly the a-reas of the education p-rocess in which 
\. 

thebi-racial committee is to function. 

r 
Copies of reports are to be served on counsel i;' 

. I: 
for plaintiffs • 
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